[Theophylline toxicity in a patient with status asthmaticus].
A 70-year-old woman was hospitalized for status asthmaticus. The level of CRP was high and chest roentgenogram showed infiltrative shadows in the left middle lung field. Artificial respiration and continuous infusion of methylprednisolone and aminophylline 750 mg/24 hr were performed. Eight hours after admission, seizures suddenly occurred. At this time, brain CT showed no abnormal findings. The seizures were thought to be induced by theophylline toxicity, since serum theophylline concentration was high at 69.9 micrograms/ml. Because theophylline clearance of the patient in a clinically stable condition was normal, it was speculated that theophylline clearance was reduced during status asthmaticus. It is thought that this rare case of theophylline toxicity occurred due to reduction of theophylline clearance during status asthmaticus associated with pneumonia.